112     THE LADY AND THE UNICORN
And Janet:
Tom Bartlett was fined ^2 for stealing five bantems.
We made toffee because it was too wet to go out even
for me. You'll be glad to hear that the schoolroom has
new curtains, they are red and repp. 1 go back to Paris
on Wednesday.
Celandines, red curtains. Daddy's chill. They
belonged to a child Stephen^ a child who had once
lived in a house that brooded like a grey hen
among toy trees.
There was another house now5 high and
shuttered above its broken walls. Now the palms
hung still in the hot air of this strange spring, and
the jasmine budded again over the words he could
not find: "Mon seul desir".